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2009 Summer Christian Internship 
 
Vision 
To see young adults dynamically changed and motivated towards long-term ministry and missions by a 
Christ-focused, worldview-expanding, academically-challenging, practical ministry experience in the 
Dominican Republic. 
 
Core Values 
Discipleship: personal attention to spiritual growth 
Evangelism: the Gospel is present in all we do, and presented when opportunities arise 
Flexibility: open to possibilities that meet the needs of interns and local peoples 
Practicality: we do what we can with what we have 
Sustainability: what we do does not create unfair burdens and is reproducible 
Partnership: focused on building up local people through the local church 
Education: the emphasis on learning gives interns and locals something that lasts 
 
Objectives 
The Christian Summer Internship Program is designed to give college students and young adults a 
practical international ministry experience during which they are challenged towards personal spiritual 
growth; gain a greater understanding of God’s love for people from every nation; have opportunities to 
develop their skills and minister in their particular area of interest, study and expertise; and make a 
noticeable and lasting difference in the lives of orphaned, abandoned and disadvantaged children in the 
Dominican Republic. 
 
Practical International Ministry Experience 

- Living at and ministering from an orphanage in the northwest part of the Dominican Republic 
- Exposure to the ongoing ministries and outreach of partnering local churches 
- Interaction with national ministers and international missionaries serving long-term in the D.R. 
- Opportunities to experience and learn the local culture 
- Basic conversational Spanish or advanced vocabulary study related to a specific area of interest 
- Possible reading: Serving with Eyes Wide Open 

 
Personal Spiritual Growth 

- Develop the disciplines of daily prayer, journaling, Bible study and devotional reading 
- Participate in and lead weekly, English-language worship services with other interns and short-

term missionaries 
- Attend regular local worship services 
- Engage other interns in discussion of reading materials during weekly small groups 
- Possible reading: Hope Lives 

 
Gaining God’s Worldview 

- Develop a long-term mentoring/discipleship relationship with a resident of the orphanage, 
neighborhood youth or Dominican translator 

- Work alongside staff and residents of the orphanage in daily responsibilities in the gardens and 
with the animals, etc… to gain a better appreciation for their lifestyle 

- Possible reading: Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger 
 
Developing Skills for Ministry 

- Identify spiritual giftedness, personality types, and aptitudes and interests 
- Choose an area of emphasis (agriculture and development, ministry and leadership, education 

and literacy, or health and wellness) 
- Take advantage of opportunities to lead, teach, preach, organize, etc… as is appropriate 
- Possible reading: Cure for the Common Life 

"As an 8-week intern, I expected the summer to drag by. Now that the 
summer is over, I feel like it flew by. It was definitely the best summer 
of my life, and I feel so blessed to have had this opportunity. I saw my 
gifts and talents being used to make a difference at the orphanage 
and throughout the community. " 

Micah Bumby, Johnson Bible College 
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Making a Difference 

- Assist in the ministry of short-term teams doing Christian education through community Bible 
Camps 

- Participate in multi-week ministries in nearby villages, emphasizing literacy and English education 
using Christian materials.  

- Help process and/or distribute donated supplies in areas of greatest need. 
- Learn to share the Gospel using Spanish and culturally appropriate methods and take advantage 

of opportunities as they are presented. 
- Possible reading: The Irresistible Revolution 

 
Program Options 
Interns can participate in the summer program in one of the following options: 

- All Summer (3 months) 
o Interns arrive on May 30, participate in a week of orientation/development and language 

learning, and serve through August 22. 
o All-Summer Interns will take an increasing role in leadership as the summer progresses, 

including the opportunity to help facilitate orientation/development weeks for new arrivals 
and lead short-term missionary teams and interns arriving for later sessions. 

 
- 8-week Interns 

o Early-Summer Interns arrive on May 30 and serve through July 25. 
o Late-Summer Interns arrive on June 27 and serve through August 22. 
o All 8-week interns will participate in an initial week of orientation/development and a 

second week of development focused on language learning and spiritual growth during 
the fifth week of their program. 

 
- 1-month Interns 

o June Interns arrive on May 30 and serve through June 27. 
o July Interns arrive on June 27 and serve through July 25. 
o August Interns arrive on July 25 and serve through August 22. 
o All 1-month interns will participate in a week of orientation/development when they arrive. 

 
Program Descriptions 
Each intern will choose an area of emphasis for their internship and have the opportunity to develop and 
focus it further to their specific goals and objectives. The four main program areas are Education and 
Literacy, Ministry and Leadership, Agriculture and Development, and Health and Wellness. There are 
extensive opportunities for both English-only speakers and Spanish-speakers looking to practice and 
expand their Spanish skills. 
 
Education and Literacy 

Educational interns will have a number of ministry opportunities primarily focused on teaching 
English, literacy, art, music, math, science, and geography.   

 
Ministry and Leadership 

Ministry interns will have opportunities to partner with local churches to develop and implement multi-
week Christian Education programs through community Bible camps, and to facilitate the experiences 
of short-term mission teams. 

 
Agriculture and Development 

Agriculture interns will work cooperatively with Dominican staff to design and implement self-
sustaining farming methods that benefit the orphanage and community. Opportunities may include 
working with small animals and livestock, field and garden crops, orchards, and alternative energies. 

 
Health and Wellness 

Health interns will be teaching public health education classes, including hygiene, nutrition, basic 
human anatomy, sanitation, food handling and safety, dental hygiene, etc. 
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Orientation and Development Weeks 
The initial week for each intern will focus on acclimation to the climate, culture and environment. 
Emphasis will be placed on team-building and learning through observation, interaction, and experience. 
 
This week may include the following: 

- Orientation at the orphanage and off-site cultural experiences 
- Structured Spanish language learning 
- An introduction to basic guidelines and expectations with a cultural perspective 
- The opportunity to identify and develop the area of emphasis, goals and desired outcomes 
- Community-building exercises with the full intern and staff team 
- Orientation to the orphanage, its history, and operation, including expected chores, etc. 
- Participation in service-based projects at the orphanage or in the community 

 
For interns participating longer than one month, subsequent development weeks will also include: 

- The opportunity to help facilitate orientation for one-month interns 
- Time for reflection on previous experiences, and revision of goals and desired outcomes 
- Advanced Spanish language learning 

 
Program Weeks 
The weekly schedule for all interns will include: 

- Time for daily chores (animals and gardens), personal devotions and quiet times, journaling, 
siestas, and ministry opportunities 

- Small group meetings with other interns 
- Intern meetings for ministry planning 
- Participation in English- and Spanish-language worship services 
- Facilitation of regular, evening enrichment programs for the children living at the orphanage 
- Continuing structured and self-directed Spanish language study and possible tutoring 

 
 
 
Contact Information 
For additional information, please contact: 

Eric Woods 
Director of Christian Missions 
(989) 560-3660 
missions@orphanage-outreach.org 

 
Additional resources for those interested in short- and long-term programs in the Dominican Republic are 
available online at www.orphanage-outreach.org.  
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